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Cover: Ma Than Ei, a resident of the Thilawa relocation
site, stands in front of her home.
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Abbreviations

JICA
Japan International Cooperation Agency

MJTD

Myanmar Japan Thilawa Development, Ltd.

MTSH

Myanmar Thilawa SEZ Holdings Public Ltd.

PHQ-2
Patient Health Questionnaire-2

Thilawa SEZ
Thilawa Special Economic Zone

TSDG
Thilawa Social Development Group

TSEZMC
Thilawa SEZ Management Committee

UNDP
United Nations Development Programme
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! In the wake of the violence of the 1988 student uprising in Burma, the military regime that seized power in a coup d’état
changed the country’s name to Myanmar and the name of the then-capital from Rangoon to Yangon. Pro-democracy
groups, such as the National League for Democracy, and ethnic minority groups did not recognize the name changes. In
support of these groups, Australia, Canada, the United States, the United Kingdom, and other governments continue to
recognize the country as Burma. In this report, PHR uses the names Burma and Rangoon for the same reason

® Forced Migration Online, “Vulnerable Groups,” http://www.forcedmigration.org/research-resources/expert-
guides/forced-migration-and-public-health/vulnerable-groups.

* “Basic principles and guidelines on development-based evictions and displacement,” Human Rights Council Fourth
Session, General Assembly, A/HRC/4/18, Annex 1, Feb. 5, 2007,
http://www.ohchr.org/documents/issues/housing/guidelines_en.pdf.

See also UNHCR, “Guiding Principles on Internal Displacement,” September 2004, http://www.unhcr.org/43celcff2.html.
4Jonas Moberg, “Mining the benefits of transparency,” Myanmar Times, August 26, 2013,
http://www.mmtimes.com/index.php/special-features/170-energy/7968-mining-the-benefits-of-transparency.html;
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan, the Ministry of Economy, Trade, and Industry of Japan, Memorandum on the
Cooperation for the Development of the Thilawa SEZ, December 21, 2012,
http://www.meti.go.jp/press/2012/12/20121227003/20121227003-2.pdf. Provision I.1.(e) of the memorandum states:
“Both sides recognize that the development of the Thilawa SEZ should be in line with the international environmental
standards.” International environmental standards include the standards for social impact, such as resettlement.

> The Sphere Project, Humanitarian Charter and Minimum Standards in Humanitarian Response” (2011),
http://www.sphereproject.org/handbook/.

® For a more information on sanctions placed on Burma, see the following: http://fas.org/sgp/crs/row/R41336.pdf;
https://www.gov.uk/arms-embargo-on-burma; http://eeas.europa.eu/myanmar/index_en.htm;
http://www.international.gc.ca/sanctions/burma-birmanie.aspx?lang=eng; https://www.dfat.gov.au/sanctions/sanctions-
regimes/burma.html; and https://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/en/home/country-travel-information/myanmar/switzerland-
myanmar.html

’ Wai Mo, “Napyidaw Orders New ‘Four Cuts’ Campaign,” Irrawaddy, March 4, 2011,
http://www?2.irrawaddy.org/article.php?art_id=20880.

& Assistance Association for Political Prisoners (Burma), Silencing Dissent: The Ongoing Imprisonment of Burma’s Political
Activists in the Lead Up to the 2010 Elections, Oct. 2010,http://aappb.org/2014/03/silencing-dissent/.

9“Burma’s 1988 Protests,” BBC News, Sept. 25, 2007, http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/asia-pacific/7012158.stm.

19 Matthew Fisher, “Like a gold rush’: Investing in Burma ‘high-risk’ and potentially ‘high-reward,”” National Post, Nov. 27,
2012, http://news.nationalpost.com/2012/11/27/like-a-gold-rush-investing-in-burma-high-risk-and-potentially-high-
reward/; “Investing in Myanmar: Triplicating Success,” Economist, Jul. 23, 2012,
http://www.economist.com/blogs/banyan/2012/07/investing-myanmar; “Will Burma Become Asia’s Next Economic
Tiger?” Time, Aug. 22, 2012, http://business.time.com/2012/08/22/will-burma-become-asias-next-economic-tiger/.
KPMG, “Investing in Myanmar,” Nov. 2012,
http://www.kpmg.com/MM/en/IssuesAndInsights/ArticlesPublications/Documents/Investing-Myanmar-update-290ct.pdf.
International Crisis Group, “Myanmar the Politics of Economic Reform,” Asia Report, N°231, July 27, 2012,
http://www.crisisgroup.org/~/media/Files/asia/south-east-asia/burma-myanmar/231-myanmar-the-politics-of-economic-
reform.pdf.
B UNDP, 2014 Human Development Reports: Myanmar, http://hdr.undp.org/en/countries/profiles/MMR.
14 The World Bank, World Development Indicators: Poverty, Myanmar, http://data.worldbank.org/topic/poverty

1 United Nations Statistics Division, World Statistics Pocketbook: Myanmar,
https://data.un.org/CountryProfile.aspx?crName=MYANMAR.
UNICEF, Statistics: Republic of the Union of Myanmar, http://www.unicef.org/infobycountry/myanmar_statistics.html.

v The World Factbook, “Myanmar,” CIA, https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/fields/print_2116.html

“DICA release revised FDI figures,” Charltons Myanmar, Charltons Legal Consulting Services, Apr. 2014,
http://www.charltonsmyanmar.com/dica-release-revised-fdi-figures/
2 Invest in Myanmar, The Myanmar Investment Guide (2013), http://www.investinmyanmar.com/myanmar-investment-
quide/
% Adam Richards and Bill Davis, Bitter Wounds and Lost Dreams: Human Rights Under Assault in Karen State, Burma,
Aug. 2012, Physicians for Human Rights, http://physiciansforhumanrights.org/library/reports/bitter-wounds-and-lost-
dreams.html.
! Karen Human Rights Group, Losing Ground: Land Conflicts and Collective Action in Eastern Myanmar, Mar. 2013,
http://www.khrg.org/sites/default/files/losinggroundkhrg-march2013-fulltext.pdf; Alternative Asian Network on Burma
(ALTSEAN Burma), “Land Confiscation in Burma, A Threat to Local Communities & Responsible Investment,” Mar. 25, 2014,
http://www.altsean.org/Docs/PDF%20Format/Thematic%20Briefers/Land%20Confiscation%20in%20Burma_5%20May%2020
14.pdf; Human Rights Foundation of Monland-Burma, Disputed Territory: Farmers Fight Against Unjust Land Acquisition
and Barriers to Their Progress, Oct. 2013, http://rehmonnya.org/reports/DisputedTerritory.pdf; Pa-Oh Youth
Organization, Poison Clouds: Lessons from Burma’s Largest Coal Project at Tigyit, 2011,
http://www.burmalibrary.org/docs11/47252781-Poison-Clouds-in-English.pdf; Arakan Qil Watch, Danger Zone: Giant
Chinese Industrial Zone Threatens Burma’s Arakan Coast, Dec. 2012, http://www.burmapartnership.org/wp-
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http://www.forcedmigration.org/research-resources/expert-guides/forced-migration-and-public-health/vulnerable-groups
http://www.forcedmigration.org/research-resources/expert-guides/forced-migration-and-public-health/vulnerable-groups
http://www.ohchr.org/documents/issues/housing/guidelines_en.pdf
http://www.unhcr.org/43ce1cff2.html
http://www.mmtimes.com/index.php/special-features/170-energy/7968-mining-the-benefits-of-transparency.html
http://www.meti.go.jp/press/2012/12/20121227003/20121227003-2.pdf
http://www.sphereproject.org/handbook/
http://fas.org/sgp/crs/row/R41336.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/arms-embargo-on-burma
http://eeas.europa.eu/myanmar/index_en.htm
http://www.international.gc.ca/sanctions/burma-birmanie.aspx?lang=eng
https://www.dfat.gov.au/sanctions/sanctions-regimes/burma.html
https://www.dfat.gov.au/sanctions/sanctions-regimes/burma.html
https://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/en/home/country-travel-information/myanmar/switzerland-myanmar.html
https://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/en/home/country-travel-information/myanmar/switzerland-myanmar.html
http://www2.irrawaddy.org/article.php?art_id=20880
http://aappb.org/2014/03/silencing-dissent/
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/asia-pacific/7012158.stm
http://news.nationalpost.com/2012/11/27/like-a-gold-rush-investing-in-burma-high-risk-and-potentially-high-reward/
http://news.nationalpost.com/2012/11/27/like-a-gold-rush-investing-in-burma-high-risk-and-potentially-high-reward/
http://www.economist.com/blogs/banyan/2012/07/investing-myanmar;
http://business.time.com/2012/08/22/will-burma-become-asias-next-economic-tiger/
http://www.kpmg.com/MM/en/IssuesAndInsights/ArticlesPublications/Documents/Investing-Myanmar-update-29Oct.pdf
http://www.crisisgroup.org/~/media/Files/asia/south-east-asia/burma-myanmar/231-myanmar-the-politics-of-economic-reform.pdf
http://www.crisisgroup.org/~/media/Files/asia/south-east-asia/burma-myanmar/231-myanmar-the-politics-of-economic-reform.pdf
http://hdr.undp.org/en/countries/profiles/MMR
http://data.worldbank.org/topic/poverty
https://data.un.org/CountryProfile.aspx?crName=MYANMAR
http://www.unicef.org/infobycountry/myanmar_statistics.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/fields/print_2116.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/fields/print_2116.html
http://www.charltonsmyanmar.com/dica-release-revised-fdi-figures/
http://www.investinmyanmar.com/myanmar-investment-guide/
http://www.investinmyanmar.com/myanmar-investment-guide/
http://physiciansforhumanrights.org/library/reports/bitter-wounds-and-lost-dreams.html
http://physiciansforhumanrights.org/library/reports/bitter-wounds-and-lost-dreams.html
http://www.khrg.org/sites/default/files/losinggroundkhrg-march2013-fulltext.pdf
http://www.altsean.org/Docs/PDF%20Format/Thematic%20Briefers/Land%20Confiscation%20in%20Burma_5%20May%202014.pdf
http://www.altsean.org/Docs/PDF%20Format/Thematic%20Briefers/Land%20Confiscation%20in%20Burma_5%20May%202014.pdf
http://rehmonnya.org/reports/DisputedTerritory.pdf
http://www.burmalibrary.org/docs11/47252781-Poison-Clouds-in-English.pdf
http://www.burmapartnership.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/12/SEZ-Report_English.pdf

content/uploads/2012/12/SEZ-Report_English.pdf; Burma Partnership, Campaigns: Environmental and Economic Justice,
http://www.burmapartnership.org/issues/environmental-and-economic-justice/; Stanley A. Weiss and Tim Heinemann,
“How to Invest in Myanmar”, Foreign Affairs, Jan. 17 2014, http://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/140658/stanley-a-
weiss-and-tim-heinemann/how-to-invest-in-myanmar; Phil Thornton, “Myanmar’s Lawless Land,” The Diplomat, Oct. 23,
2013, http://thediplomat.com/2013/10/myanmars-lawless-land/; Kyaw Kyaw, “Land Reform Key to Burma’s Future,” The
Diplomat, Aug. 25, 2012, http://thediplomat.com/2012/08/land-reform-key-to-burmas-future/; Kevin Woods, “A Political
Anatomy of Land Grabs,” Myanmar Times, Mar. 3, 2014, http://www.mmtimes.com/index.php/national-news/9740-a-
political-anatomy-of-land-grabs.html

2 “Development and Displacement in Burma,” U.S. Campaign for Burma, https://developdisplaceburma.crowdmap.com/.
2 Transparency International, Corruption Perceptions Index 2013, http://www.transparency.org/cpi2013/results

! This includes the Burmese Constitution, which articulates that the state owns all of the land and has the right to take it.
The 2012 Vacant Lands Law allows the state to confiscate fallow land and also gives the state authority to determine if
land is fallow.

» Alternative Asian Network on Burma (ALTSEAN Burma), “Land Confiscation in Burma, A Threat to Local Communities &

Responsible Investment,” Mar. 25, 2014,
http://www.altsean.org/Docs/PDF%20Format/Thematic%20Briefers/Land%20Confiscation%20in%20Burma_5%20May%2020

14.pdf.
% Kyaw Kyaw, “Land Reform Key to Burma’s Future,” The Diplomat, Aug. 25, 2012,
http://thediplomat.com/2012/08/land-reform-key-to-burmas-future/; USAID, “USAID Country Profile: Property Rights and
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